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CAROLYN McASKIE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL

PEACEBUILDING SUPPORT, UNITED NATIONS
TO SPEAK AT SOKA UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

  ON MAY 27, 2007

Carolyn McAskie, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support for the United Nations, will be the Commencement Speaker for Soka University on May 27, 2007 at 2 pm.  
This will be the third graduation ceremony for the undergraduate program at the new liberal arts college which opened in 2001 in Aliso Viejo, CA.  Soka University is proud of the fact that over 90% of its liberal arts students graduate in four years. (The national average for private liberal arts colleges is 60%.)  Over 30% of each class so far have gone on to graduate school, including Harvard, Yale, Stanford, USC, UC Berkeley, UCI, Columbia Teachers College, Cambridge and other top programs.
Ms. McAskie was chosen as Commencement Speaker because “She can speak directly to one of the core values of Soka University – the pursuit of peace,” according to Daniel Y. Habuki, PhD, president of Soka University, which was founded upon the Buddhist values of peace, human rights and the sanctity of life.  “We are honored to welcome her to campus and look forward to learning from her experiences in peace building.”

Ms. McAskie was appointed in May 2006 to head up the Peacebuilding Support Office of the United Nations, established to support the Peacebuilding Commission, the PBC, a new UN intergovernmental organ created by the UN General Assembly and the UN Security Council to address the needs of post-conflict countries.  The PBC, the support office and a newly created Peacebuilding Fund, together represent the innovative international architecture designed in recognition of the fact that countries coming out of long term violent conflict require the special attention of the international community to enable them to meet the immediate needs of their populations and to stay on course for peace.  
Prior to her appointment, Ms. McAskie was the Special Representative of the Secretary General and Head of the UN Peacekeeping Operation in Burundi from June 2004 to April 2006.  Her previous appointment (1999-2004) was Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator at the UN Secretariat in New York, serving as Emergency Relief Coordinator a.i., for the period 1999 to January 2001.  
Prior to her appointment with the United Nations, Ms. McAskie had a 30 year career with the Federal Government of Canada, in the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Her last positions were Vice-President for Africa and the Middle East Programmes and Vice-President of CIDA’s Multilateral Programmes Branch, where she held the rank of Assistant Deputy Minister (equivalent to Deputy Permanent Secretary) from 1993 until 1999. 

Earlier posts with CIDA include: Director-General, International Financial Institutions; Director-General, Multilateral Technical Cooperation (United Nations and Commonwealth Programmes); and in the Canadian High Commission in Kenya. She has also served in the Commonwealth Secretariat in London as Assistant Director of Finance and Personnel (1975-1980), and as Canadian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka and the Maldives (1986-1989). 

Throughout her career, Ms. McAskie has played a prominent role in multilateral negotiations as a Canadian delegate to the UN Funds and Programmes and in the Governing Councils of the International Financial Institutions, including the African Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the Global Environmental Facility.  She served as a member of the Facilitation Team of the Burundi Peace Process in Arusha (1999) under the late Julius Nyerere, the former President of the United Republic of Tanzania, and as Humanitarian Envoy of the UN Secretary General for the humanitarian crisis in Côte d’Ivoire (2003).   She is a graduate of the University of British Columbia.  

Soka University is a private, non-profit liberal arts college and graduate school located in South Orange County, California.  SUA offers a 9:1 student/faculty ratio and all undergraduate students are required to spend a semester study abroad during their junior year as a requirement for graduation.  Soka University is founded upon the Buddhist principles of peace, human rights and the sanctity of life, and offers a non-sectarian curriculum.  SUA is open to top students of all nationalities and beliefs.  See www.soka.edu for more information.
